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DISCOURSE 
ON THE LY 
EXCELLENCY, 
OF THE 


Britiſh Conſlilution; 


And the Bleſſings this Country has ſo long 
experienced, in conſequence of its preſent 


Form of Government; which has ſtimulated 
the Ingenuity of its Inhabitants, to the Im- 


provement of thoſe natural Advantages, 


Hiſtorians have boaſted of, as'being peculiar 
to this happy Ifland. 


8 4 5 WU [ * o 
FA OUT, UY\ by 


BODEN. Printer, STAFFORD; 


9 b 79 


* 
az 


4 


* 


224 Chap. Proverbs. 21. Verſe. 
My Son, fear thou the Lord, and the King, and 


meddle not with them that are given to change. 
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EFORE the World was enlightened, 

and Man had a rational idea of the Supreme 
Being, the Maker, Preſerver, and Governor of 
the World; from ignorance, and want of im- 
provement of the mental faculties, it could not 
be expected to find in ſuch a People, the fear of 
God, whom they were unacquainted with, or 
obedience to any earthly Syſtem of Government, 
which they knew not of. But as ſoon as it 
pleaſed the Almighty to draw aſide this Cloud of 
Darkneſs, and let Man into a knowledge of his 
Divinity; the fear of the Lord became the firſt 
Law of Nature, and all Nations that proſpered, 
kneeled before Him: and under Him, earthly 
Governors were conſtituted, to attend to the 
execution of thoſe inſtitutions, which were by 


degrees 
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degrees eſtabliſhed, to preſerve the RIGHT 8 | 
of MAN: ſuch as ſecurity of perſon, property, 
and peace to the Community in general. Ag 


the World advanced in Years, the People in- 


creaſed in knowledge. The conſtant improve- 
ment in Arts, ManufaQures, Trade and Science, 
produced the neceſſity of various regulations j in 
States, (till ſuch time unneceſſary) which in later 


days, according to the diſpoſition, and intereſts 
of ſeveral Nations, and Climates, were nearly 
reduced to T hree. 


* DEMOCRACY ; where the Sovereign 
Power is lodged in an aggregate Aſſembly, con⸗ 
ſiſting of all the Members of a Community. 


ARISTOCRACY; when it is lodged 
in a Council of ſelect Members, of the beſt rank, 
and ability. And 


MONARCHY; when it is intruſted in 
the hands of a ſingle Perſon. | 


(6) 

Tov are all ſenfible when a Society is once 
formed, ſome Government muſt be ſubmitted 
to, as necellary to preſerve, and to keep that 
Society in order, ſome Superior conſtituted, whoſe 
commands and deciſions, all the Members are 
bound to obey; otherwiſe they would {lill remain 
as in a ſiate of nature, without any Judge upon 
earth to define their ſeveral Rights, and redreſs 
| their ſeveral Wrongs, PO 


Ir may be aſked, to whoſe hands the reins of 
Government are to be entruſted? The anſwer is 
eaſy, as all will agree; It ſhould be repoſed in 
ſuch perſons in whom the higheſt perfection of 
| wiſdom, of goodneſs, and of power is found. 
Attributes, which in the ſummit of perfection 
are alone in the Supreme Governor of the Uni- 


verſe, and in no one here below. 


Fox the nature of Man in his preſent ſtate, is 
imperfect. and there is a propenſity to Vice, or 
corrupt principle more or leſs diſpoſing him to 


evil, 
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evil, which the moſt liberal education cannot ſo 


wholly controul, but that ſome ſeed of deformity 


will remain in the Mind, the growth of which is 
productive of miſchievous paſſions: Thereby no 


one ſingly under ſuch infirmities can be thought 
ſtrictly qualified to be entruſted with the ſole and 
full power of the Government of a Kingdom, 


Ir compoſed of the people at large; the Aſſem- 
bly is too mixed and numerous, for ſober conſul- 
tation, temperate debate, and the execution of the 
refalt of thoſe deliberations; and in caſe of 
difficulty, they have no power to fly to, to relieve 
their diſtreſs. 


In Ariftocracies there is more wiſdom to be ex- 


pected, as it is generally (or intended to be ) 
compoſed of the moſt learned and experienced 


Citizens. But in this (where the right of making 


Laws, and the whole power of the State reſides) 
there may be au overbearing exerciſe of their uns 
controulable power, ſo as to urge them on ta 


Acts of oppreſſion and tyranny. * 
| | Hg 
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Tux ſame dangers attend a Monarchy, where it 
is abſolute and unlimited. As it is the. moſk 
powerful of any, no one is fit to be truſted with 
ſuch a power, but the Supreme Governor of the 
Univerſe from whole complete Wiſdom, Order, 
and Regularity, our earthly Llcflings flow. 


Taz World has often ſuffered great afflictions, 
from imperſect Monarchs. 


Tus Bible, as well as · other Hiſtories, relate 

variety of inſtances, of the moſt unwartantable 
cruelties of licentious Tyrants. Witneſs the 
Herods in the Eaſt. At Rome; Caligula, the 
Nero's and Domitian; with a long catalogue of many 
more, Who born and educated to a Throne, had 
not the plea of ignorance, which ſome of meaner 
birth might think excuſe ſufficient for bad actions. 
Theſe, without remorſe indulged their luſtful 
appetites, to reign triumphant over Reaſon, to 
the deſtruction of the People, who looked up to 
them, as their Parents and ProteQors, 
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6 
H vms traced the three forms of Gorernmtnt 
ſeparately, with ſome obſervations on their im- 
perfections; I come now to the B RITISH 


CONSTITUTION, which conſiſts of 


the three united: A Conſtitution which has long 
remained, and it may juſtly be expected, from 
the knowledge and love, the bulk of che people 
bave of it, It will long continue. 


15 2 For, as with us, the executive power of 
® the Laws is lodged i in a fingle Perſon, they have 
«* all the advantage of ſtrength and diſpatch, that 
Ty are to be found in the moſt abſolute Monarchy; 
* „and as the legiſlature of the Kingdor i is en- 
e truſted to three diſtinct powers, entirely inde- 


66 pendent of each other, 1ſt. the King ; 2d. the 
" Lords, ſpiritual and temporal, ( which is an 
Ge ariſtocratical Aſſembly,) ſelected for their 
7 Piety, their Birth, their Wiſdom, their Valor, 
66 or their Property ; ; and 3d, the Houſe of 


« * Commons, freely choſen by the People, from 
* among 


—— — . 
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* among themſelves ; which makes it a kind of 
Democracy. As this aggregate Body, actuated 
4 by different Springs, and attentive to different 
** Intereſts, compoſes the BNrrisn ParLiament, 

and has the ſupreme diſpoſal of every thing, 
* there can be no inconvenience altempted, by 
6 any of the three branches, but will, be withſtood 
* by One of the other Two ; each branch being 
armed with a negative power, ſufficient to 
© repel any innovation, which it ſhall think in 
** expedient, or dangerous,” 


In theſe, the Sovereignty of the Britiſh Con- 
ſtitution is lodged ; and lodged as beneficially as 
poſſible, for the Strength, Peace, and Proſperity 
of Society ; and has continued in its preſent form 
from the Reign of K. Fohn, in the Year 1215, to 
this time ; comprehending a ſpace of 576 Years; © 
which confutes Tacitus's opinion ; who treats this 


notion of a mixed Government, as a viſionary 


whim ; and one, that if effected, rer never be 
laſtipg or ſecure, 


( t ) 
Axv a ſtill further proof of its excellency, is 
the great power it has ſhewn, in vanquiſhing 


every attempt to overturn it, in Reigus leſs favo- 
Table to moderation, antecedent to that glorious 
Era of the Revolution in 1688, which ſtamped 
its excellency, and confirmed the laws and liberty 


of this Country, upon the ſolid foundation they 


'now ſtand. 


I what has been here delivered, is a true 
picture of the Government of this Country,. and 
5 I think no one can diſpute it, as it is given to you 
i from an authority, which is conſented to, by the 
ableſt Judges of the Land; it behoves thoſe, 
© whoare wiſe ennugh to be ſenſible of its benefits, 
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' to'meddle not with them, who are given to change. 


Fox. the moſt part, fuck a1 are e Men of ruined for- 
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tun es, of diſſolute lives, and abandoned principles. 
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and therefore are ready for any Miſchief ; not 
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"caring what becomes of the great Ship, provided 
they think they can ſave themſelyes, i in the Cock- 
poat of their owa fortunes, 
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Oraexs again, of conſummate pride and vanity, 
are anxious to be talked of in the World, as Phi- 
loſophers, and Menof ſuperior talents, which they 
advertiſe, by abandoning the eſtabliſhment they 
find in Church and State, and ſtrike out novelties 


of their own, which give them a kind of conſe- 
quence, and too often impoſe upon the reſtleſs, 


weak, and unthinking. 


Wau they find themſelves thus ſurrounded 
by a numerous tribe of Conyerts, they become 


proud of their conſequence, and either wilſully. 


or from the intoxication of their ſucceſs, are blind 


to the miſchief they are creating, by diſturbing 


the peace of many families, who before lived 


content under the wholeſome laws, and conſtitu · 
tion of this envied Country. 


Aci, Ambition has always its votaries, who 


are upon the Watch for that affiſtance, which may 
- advance them in their views ; and this is gene- 
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( 12 ) 
for the Mind of Man being once ſet afloat, and 


diſſatisfied, is more apt to liſten to the new Doc- 


trines it has adopted, than return to the old ones 
it has diſcarded. 


Ir they contain complaints againſt all, or any 


Parts of the Government, or even againſt Majeſty 


itſelf ; Such a one being prepared for revolt, 
flies to the ſtandard of him, who means nothing 
more, than his own exaltation, though to the 
great Body of the State, ruin enſues, 


Tus frailty of nature having been conſidered, 
and the imperfections (in conſequence of the de- 
fects in Man) that neceſſarily attend every ſingle 
ſpecies of Government ; it may without preſump- 
tion, and with the greateſt truth aſſerted, that the 
Britiſh Conſtitution, compoſed of the T hree, united 
in Ore, is the beſt, and leaſt liable to dangerous, 
and eſſential abuſes, of any that this World has 
yet afforded, for the comfort and happineſs of a 
People. 
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Anv Monteſquieu ſays, ** There exiſts no where 
© a conſtitution, better adapted than that of Eng- 


land, for a powerful Society, in which all the 
:* Individuals are to partake of Freedom.“ 


In ſhort, the excellency of this Country, as 
well in natural, as acquired adrantages, over 
others, has been the Subject of Praiſe, by many 
writers, both ancient and modern; who have 
pronounced her happy, above all other countries: 
Whom nature has enriched with all the Bleſſings 
of Heaven and Earth: And as an Hiſtorian ex- 
preſſes it; Whoſe vallies are like Eden; whoſe 
„Hills are as Lebanon; whoſe Springs are as 
* Piſza; whoſe Rivers are as Jordan; whoſe Wall 
« is the Ocean; and whoſe defence is the Lord 
** Fehovah,” 

Wnon we are bound in duty and gratitude, .. 


to praiſe and adore, for ſuch his tranſcendant 


goodneſs, and pray that We may Individually and 
as a People deſerve the continuance of his bleſ- 


ſings; thro' the mediation and merits of our 


Saviour Jesus CHIIS r. 1o whom, & c. 
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